Cycling and Access to Stations - Dunblane, Bridge of Allan and Stirling.

Summary of Public Meetings and Workshops, May and June 2002

Introduction:

Public Meetings and workshops were held in Stirling, Bridge of Allan and Dunblane to gather information, comments and opinions from members of the public. Every meeting started with a statement from Council Officers that no proposals presented by the Council were cast in stone and that everything was open to discussion and debate. It was noted that the new roundabout at Claredon, Dunblane, although related to cycling proposals for Dunblane, is part of the Youth Centre Project that has already gone through its own consultation process.

Public Meetings and Workshops:

· Dunblane, Thursday 16th May 2002.

The numbers attending this meeting from the local community were far in excess of that anticipated. An alternative more capacious venue at the local Victoria Hall was secured at very short notice, but the attendance (some 250 people) was still too large to allow a workshop to proceed effectively.  The meeting went ahead but the workshop was postponed, for which an alternative date was later agreed for Thursday 13th June 2002. Following a presentation about the project, questions from the floor predominantly centred on proposals for the B8033 from Keir Roundabout to Fourways Roundabout. Councillor Thompson, who chaired the meeting, then declared that, in response to the general feeling in the hall, the single carriageway option between Claredon and Keir would not be considered further. He noted that there was general support for the cycle links in principle.

· Bridge of Allan, Wednesday 29th May 2002.

20 people attended this workshop. After a presentation and questions from the floor, the meeting split into three groups for the workshop. There was, in general, good local support for provision of cycle infrastructure measures. Requests were made for better cycle parking provision at car parks and stations. There were general concerns regarding the situation at Fairview on Airthrey Road and at Cornton Road, and some good debate regarding traffic volumes and speeds on Henderson Street and Keir Street. There was a lot of discussion regarding Glen Road generally and barriers and signing in particular. Stirling Council promised to look into these Glen Road issues and report back.

· Stirling, Thursday 30th May 2002.

10 people attended the Stirling meeting, and the workshop generated positive and enthusiastic discussion.  Concerns 
were expressed regarding cycle proposals for the cycle route to the University. This route is part of the North South People Corridor project rather than the Access to Stations project, but the comments were accepted and noted, and will be passed on. Similar to comments received at the Bridge of Allan workshop, requests were made for better cycle parking provision at car parks and stations. There was a call for clear continuity of the cycle route through the town, and some strong differing viewpoints expressed regarding the best treatment for the cycle route through the pedestrian priority area in front of the Thistle Centre and at the junction with Dumbarton Road. There were many helpful comments regarding cycling in other parts of the town.

· Dunblane, Thursday 13th June 2002

70 people attended the re-scheduled Dunblane workshop. Strong opinions were voiced on the promotion of a route along the Old Doune Road. This is regarded as steep and congested with numerous difficult junctions for cyclists to negotiate. Alternative routes were suggested. The use of the Glen Road was heavily discussed and differing opinions were expressed on the suitability of Ramoyle for cycling. Concern was expressed over the new Claredon Roundabout.

The information gathered from those attending and participating in the Public Meetings and Workshops has been summarised, and is listed in Table 1 attached.

Further Consultation:

The workshops proved successful in their aim to collect and gather local opinion and information from the community on proposed cycle provision measures in and around Dunblane, Bridge of Allan and Stirling.  The consultation process with the local communities will continue as the design process is taken forward. Dates of further meetings will be advertised and regular newsletters will keep people informed of what is happening.
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